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Mahony Maia Kiely

Earth sculptures, miniature paintings, drawings and plaster relief.

Artist Statement:
Responding to landscape, I work with collected materials and the stories embedded within. The resultant work is often coloured by and certainly shaped by the earth itself. I lived in Central Australia for 12 years, and am influenced by Indigenous people and culture and by the sand paintings of traditional practise - so I scratch images into the earth and cast as plaster relief. Copying termites, I build structures from soil, ash, sand, all bound with a medium. And I use sand, soil and sawdust to create images of the landscape from which they were collected. 

A series of figurines reflect on those around me. My dance background leads me to explore body language and archetypal shapes, but the final form is dictated by the material itself. Working blindly and led by impulse, I notice afterwards that I am responding to my experience of the bushfires in February 2009. Its as if the figures formed themselves. Some inhabit an internal landscape of shadows, inescapable. Others, drawn from my imaginings, rest gently in bowls made of soil or sawdust from felled trees, their stories embedded in the materials from which they and their vessels are made. 

In other bowls, I plant local trees – a yellow box – but as a bonsai. Miniature paintings depict a forest in the aftermath of fire. Tall trees and vast areas of land are reduced to postage stamp size paintings - an attempt to control the impact or to reduce its scale. Mounted on domestic fence palings, these images are at times nailed down, crucified, or rest on a bed of nails. Painted with sawdust from burnt wood, topsoil washed from the forest floor, ash, sand and ochre, the materials remember the blood red moon that hung in the smoke thickened sky for days afterwards. 

I have an interest in performance, personal stories and the way they find form in our lives and bodies. My body remembers the struggle to breathe easily as the sky darkened mid afternoon. Others remember much more, and have told me........ Within, around and alongside all, is my emotional journey. After witnessing an event that changed lives, and the ongoing pain of others, it is possible to fall into dark places. Without light, it is hard to find the door. Drawing with pen on paper or ash on charcoal, I noticed myself. The light crept in and, against a backdrop coloured by the struggles of others, I felt a pathway. 
Series A 
Figures: ash, sand, soil on wire armature with wooden bases, and brick. 



Prices on application, ranging from $20 - $350

Series B
Drawings and collages: pen, paper, charcoal, ash, slate, plaster, leaves. 

Prices on application, ranging from $20 - $150

Series C 
Miniature paintings: sand, soil, sawdust, nails, wood.

 Prices on application, ranging from $20-$80
Stefanie Robinson

Artist Statement:

My arts practice travels across a number of forms, dance, improvisation, community arts, puppetry, and visual arts. The commonality is the creativity that is attended to though listening and responding. 

I began weaving nests four years ago, initially in response to migration, exploring our basic human need for shelter and the process of home making. On arriving in a new place a home is often woven from items and memories bought from the past; mixed with things found in the present. As I reflected on the journeys of others, I was reminded of my own. 

My curiosity and magpie tendency’s meant I began to collect things that then began to ask to be made into something. My fingers began to dance with the threads; nests emerged.

Each of the nests in this exhibition have been made from materials found on my journeys, string from the side of a desert road, Fig tree roots from northern NSW, thyme and lavender form my front door, wire taken from a celebratory fire, and wire bought down from a farm in Whittlesea.

In the weaving of nests I have become interested in the strength of fragility.  

The task of making the nests has become a quiet resting place for me, a meditation as I weave threads together. I like to imagine what creature would rest in each nest. A bird makes a nest with its heart, each of these nests are heart felt.

The Works on Tin continue with the themes of fragility, beauty and regeneration.  The tin is a remnant of past, the images new growth. The process of rubbing back the images merges the past and the present, acknowledging the fragility of paper, time, and nature. The tin, while in decay, is still strong and supportive. 

The Nests
“A nest….this we understand straight away is a precarious thing, and yet, it sets us to daydreaming of security”

  G Bachelard, ‘The Poetic’s of Space’

Hanging

1 Exhibition gardens
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2
Horn of lantern


Remnants of a lantern with Morton bay fig

225

3
Morton bay Fig









225

4 
The Village


Found nylon rope

individual pieces
 75  Whole piece P.O.A

5
Beginning


Flax from Cardwell




NFS
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Lavender 2.
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7
Lavender 1









175

8
Ticker tape send off

Paper ribbon, sticks




175

9
Towts Road 1


Burnt wire from Whittlesea



110

10
 Towts Road 2


Burnt wire from Whittlesea



125

11
 Moon nest


Found nylon rope and copper



110

12
Across the Nullarbor

Various material collected on the Nullarbor

275 for 200

Sitting.

13
Towts Road 3

Burnt wire from Whittlesea




200

14
Copper wire 1

Collected from a Lismore Lantern Parade event fire

200 

15
Chicken wire nest
Collected from a Lismore Lantern Parade event fire

200

16
Fire torch head with chain
Collected from a Lismore Lantern Parade event fire
125 

 (rusty tin tower not included or P.O.A)

17
Black basket With Copper
Found nylon rope and copper



275

18. 
Woven Thyme

Thyme from my front door




125 

 19.
 White basket

Found nylon rope with Fig roots



225


copper basket









100
Works on Tin


Original images by Stefanie, rubbed back onto found tin

20 Dried sunflower








120 
With tin partner
300

21 Mexican sunflower
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22 Cosmos









120

23 Cosmos on green








225 
24 * Sweet pea









 50

25 *Bougainvillea









150 
26 Yellow Rose









275
27 Large dried Sunflower








300

28 Red leaves









300 
29 Berries










300

30 Wattle on yellow








175

31 Hut










175

32 Bell










120

33 Hanging head









120  
34 *Yellow Sunflowers








275 
The Collections

35 Green collection








550

36 Red collection









450

37 Plastic collection








450
Collections can be split







Individual prices P.O.A

· All Works on Tin have been sealed with a marine grade vanish to help reduce outdoor weathering.

· *Tin painted with Pentrol to help reduce further rusting

Prices negotiable







Exchanges considered

